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Pro-Life Stand Against Bullying Rally Draws a 
Thousand; “We Will Not Back Down!”

Who knew that two videos, uploaded by PA State Rep. 
Brian Sims, would showcase an elected official’s irrational 

behavior and actually instigate strong advocacy for the unborn in 
Philadelphia and overwhelming support for the innocent victims 
in his videos? 

It all started when Rep. Sims filmed two different videos of 
himself harassing peaceful, prayerful pro-life witnesses outside 
a Planned Parenthood in Philadelphia. One video featured his 
approach and verbal harassment of a woman praying by herself, 
while the other video highlighted his verbal harassment of a 
mother and three teenage girls. Both incidents also showed Rep. 
Sims asking his followers to dox personal contact information of 
these pro-life witnesses outside the abortion center. In his video 
of the mother and three teenage girls, Rep. Sims said he would 
specifically give a $100 reward to the follower who could share 
the teenagers’ contact information with him.

Rep. Sims’ actions sparked outrage and intense conversation 
among nationally renowned pro-life organizations and activists, 
such as Abby Johnson, Lila Rose, Matt Walsh, and other leaders. 
As more people became aware of Rep. Sims’ videos, Matt Walsh 
proposed the idea of a pro-life rally outside the same Planned 
Parenthood where Rep. Sims harassed his victims. The event, 
led by Live Action, Pro-Life Union of Greater Philadelphia, 
and other pro-life organizations, was held on May 10th outside 
Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Streets.

The following speakers shared their personal testimonies, 
shocking statistics about abortion and clinics, reactions to Sims’ 
harassment, words of encouragement for people to continue
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Someone Flicked the Lights On
By: Tom Stevens, President and CEO, Pro-Life Union

There is a battle raging. It often remains quiet—at least 
unnoticed—by the general public. But, right now it is hard 

to miss. This is probably a good thing. Because when someone 
flicks a light on, it’s easier to see the reality. Currently it’s harder 
to ignore the fight for the rights of the unborn and the sanctity of 
all life. Regular folks are realizing something is happening. As PA 
State Rep. Kathy Rapp, chair of the PA Pro-Life Caucus, quoted 
during the caucus meeting I attended on May 13, “I have set 
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life, 
then, that you and your descendants may live” (Deuteronomy 
30:19).  There is a clear line drawn—Culture of Life or Culture 
of Death.  The time for being a spectator is over—people must 
choose.

PA Rep. Brian Sims has been harassing Sidewalk Servants for years 
at Planned Parenthood 12th & Locust. He did it to me twice on 
two separate occasions during the spring 40 Days campaign. He 
just never posted videos of himself before. He flicked the light on 
himself! We continue to ask the state house and senate to take 
action against his despicable behavior.
 
On the other hand, Governor Wolf tried to keep us in the dark 
before the Rally for “Reproductive Rights” he hosted on May 31 
in Ambler, PA. His office didn’t announce it until late in the day 
one day before the rally. But, a pro-lifer gave us a call, and we were 
able to send out a quick couple email blasts, post on social media, 
and make some calls. They had approximately one hundred 
abortion supporters, while we gathered 40 pro-lifers there with a 
giant sign that said, “The unborn are Americans, too!” There were 
also signs proclaiming “Abortion Kills Children” and “Abortion 
Hurts Women.” There is a clear divide, even in Ambler, PA. We’re 
going to constantly shine a light on the illogical myth-speak of 
the “reproductive rights” agenda!

This month two abortion-tempted women moved into Guiding 
Star Maternity Home (GSM) in urgent situations. One chose life; 
the other was scheduled for an abortion last week. We don’t win 
them all. I came home and wept while telling my wife, Ann, after
(“Someone Flicked the Lights On” continued on page 4)

Pictured (above): Lila Rose, founder and president of Live Action, 
addressed the large crowd at the Pro-Life Rally in Philadelphia.
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witnessing outside abortion clinics, and the importance to 
advocate for the sanctity of all human life:

• Lila Rose—Founder and President, Live Action
• Abby Johnson—Founder, And Then There Were None; 

former Planned Parenthood clinic director; subject of film 
Unplanned

• Matt Walsh—Writer, The Daily Wire; host, “The Matt Walsh 
Show”

• Dr. Monique Ruberu—OB/GYN; leader, 40 Days for Life and 
Sidewalk Servants Philadelphia; board member, Pro-Life 
Union of Greater Philadelphia

• Ashley Garecht—Mother of two teenage girls targeted by 
Rep. Brian Sims

• Richara Krajewski—Pastoral Associate, Discipleship and 
Youth Ministry, St. Raymond of Penafort Church; board 
member, Pro-Life Union of Greater Philadelphia

• Tina Whittington—Executive Vice President, Students for 
Life of America

• Former Congresswoman Marilyn Musgraves—Vice 
President of Government Affairs, Susan B. Anthony List

• Lauren Muzyka—Executive Director, Sidewalk Advocates 
for Life

• Toni McFadden—Founder, Relationships Matter

Pictured (above): Abby Johnson, former Planned Parenthood 
clinic director, spoke at the Pro-Life Rally in Philadelphia.

Virtually spontaneous, this rally reveals the flashpoint moment 
we are facing at this time, as well as the kinetic energy in the pro-
life movement. This is only the beginning, not the end. 

To watch videos of each speaker, visit our YouTube channel “Pro-
Life Union of Greater Philadelphia.”

Pictured (above): Richara Krajewski, board member of the Pro-
Life Union of Greater Philadelphia, encouraged the crowd to be 
a voice for the most vulnerable, and talked about racism that the 
abortion industry projects in our society.

Pictured (above): Ashley Garecht, mother of two teenage girls 
harassed in one of PA Rep. Brian Sims’ videos.

Life After Harassment from PA Rep. Brian Sims
By: Ashley Garecht

I was nervous about taking my two teenage daughters and their 
friend with me to pray in front of the Planned Parenthood at 

12th and Locust on Holy Thursday in April. Mostly because I 
was still quite a “newbie” as a Sidewalk Servants volunteer, but 
also because my husband, Joe, had expressed concern about 
our going downtown without him. As you know by now, things 
took a rather dramatic turn about 20 minutes later. We were 
aggressively approached by a man who we later learned was PA 
State Representative Brian Sims. At one point I was compelled 
to insert myself in between Mr. Sims and the girls because he 
was walking toward the teens directly. He yelled and accused 
us of being “white racists” who only wanted to tell women and 
young girls what to do with their bodies. “Shame on you! Shame! 
Shame!” he cried, irrespective of our peaceable posture and in 
spite of our friend’s repeated declarations that she is “far from 
white.” Indeed, our goal in that moment was that women of all 
races would choose life for their babies, because we know that all 
life is precious.

When Mr. Sims left, I checked on the girls and apologized for 
the mistreatment they had endured. We shared a laugh at his 
nonsensical and preposterous claims, and we prayed that he would 
have a personal conversion of faith and come to know the truth 
about life in the womb.

After we finished our rosary and were preparing to leave, Mr. Sims 
approached us again, this time with his phone camera. He pointed 
the lens directly at the girls and offered a $100 bounty in exchange 
for their identities. I attempted once more to engage in civilized 
conversation with Mr. Sims, but when it became clear that he was 
only interested in a diatribe, we proceeded with our exit.

The girls, I should point out, were not intimidated by Mr. Sims’ 
antics. While I was glad to put an ugly incident behind us, all three 
of them told me that we needed to go back to stand in solidarity 
with the gentle young man who had been praying with us and was 
now on the receiving end of Mr. Sim’ vitriol. They were not afraid 
to stand up to the harassment and abuse for the sake of a comrade 
and for the sake of the babies inside that clinic.

No one was more surprised than we were when Mr. Sims’ video 
went viral, bringing an unprecedented level of attention to the
(“Life After Harassment” continued on page 3)
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Picture (above): Guests listened to powerful testimonies of former 
maternity home residents during this special dinner.

Guiding Star Ministries and Our Lady’s House 
Celebrate Combined 58 Years of Service

Two local maternity homes, Guiding Star Ministries and Our 
Lady’s House, gathered for a special evening on May 2nd to 

celebrate a combined 58 years of service to women and children 
in the Greater Philadelphia region. Both homes have ministered 
to the needs of over 400 women and 425 children. 

This special dinner at North Hills Country Club (Glenside, PA) 
provided the opportunity for guests to listen to and rejoice in the 
powerful testimonials of former residents who have benefitted 
from the love and care at Guiding Star Ministries and Our Lady’s 
House. Their personal and professional success stories were an 
inspiration for all attendees. A woman shared her story about the 
incredible support she received from Patrick and Wendy Stanton 
while living at Our Lady’s House that she later able to enroll into 
school for a nursing degree. When she got a phone call from 
Patrick about the May 2nd dinner event, she immediately booked a 
plane ticket to travel from her current residence in Florida so she 
could attend this special evening—and to surprise everyone with 
the fact that she completed her studies and received her nursing 
degree!

The Unborn Are Americans Too!

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf led a “Reproductive Rights” Rally 
in Ambler, PA on May 31. About 100 pro-choicers and 40 pro-

lifers were present outside Ambler’s SEPTA station. Speakers also 
included Attorney General Josh Shapiro, Rep. Mary Jo Daley, 
Congresswoman Madeleine Dean, Ambler Mayor Jean Sorg, 
and other elected officials and advocates of abortion. The display 
of signs varied, but some key pro-life messages were “Unborn 
children are Americans too” and “Remember the unborn.” 

Pictured (above): Pro-choicers and pro-lifers at PA Gov. Tom 
Wolf ’s Reproductive Rights Rally in Ambler on May 31, 2019.

(“Life After Harassment” continued from page 2)
pro-life movement in Philadelphia. With our anonymity erased, 
the only question was how to respond in a positive way that would 
bolster the crucial work of ending abortion in our city and around 
the country. We launched a GoFundMe to benefit the Pro-Life 
Union of Philadelphia, which I am thrilled and astounded to 
report that 2,650 individuals donated a total of $129,000, and we 
participated in the Pro-Life Stand Against Bullying Rally (along 
with more than 1,000 other people) that was held in front of the 
very same clinic on May 10.

Amidst the whirlwind of that day, and then the weeks following, 
one thing is abundantly clear to our entire family—the Holy Spirit 
is moving in profound and powerful ways in the fight against 
abortion.

As a family we have been praying and pondering what comes next. 
We cannot deny what we have seen first hand:

1. God loves all His children and it is our duty and our privilege 
to fight for the lives of the unborn; 
2. As Americans (especially as Philadelphians) we have the 
unique right and ability to declare our beliefs in the public 
square and stand for the rights of babies in the womb;
3. The Holy Spirit is blessing actions big and small as we strive 
to end the destruction and sin of abortion in Philadelphia and 
throughout the country. One hour of prayer at a clinic, $20 
given in a fundraiser, personal communication with elected 
leaders, public rallies in the streets—God is using ALL of it for 
His holy purpose of protecting life.

With this in mind, we are excited as a family to offer our time and 
our talents for God’s work. We will continue to pray in front of the 
clinic at 12th and Locust until it closes (join us; sign up for a time 
slot at sidewalkservantsphilly.com). Then we will move to the next 
clinic and the next. We will be haranguing the Pennsylvania State 
Legislature until a substantive anti-abortion bill is passed into law. 
We will continue to speak to anyone who will listen—reporters, 
neighbors, longtime friends and new acquaintances—about 
the sacred life of babies yet to be born and the important efforts 
underway to protect them.

For those of you who have been engaged in this fight for decades, 
THANK YOU. I know that everything that has happened is 
because of the foundation of your prayers and unceasing effort. I 
am grateful for and humbled by the opportunity to stand with you 
at this pivotal time.

For those of you new to the pro-life movement, welcome! I’m 
the greenest member on the block and am so grateful for your 
partnership! I can promise you that we are standing on the side of 
Angels and that God has a bigger, more exciting plan than any of 
us could dream or imagine; it’s just up to us to join the adventure.

FertilityCare Professionals Annual Meeting

Healthcare professionals and clergy are invited to the 38th Annual 
Meeting of the American Academy of FertilityCare Professionals 
from July 17-20. Topics relevant to Creighton Model FertilityCare 
System, NaProTECHNOLOGY, natural methods of fertility 
regulation, and allied fields will be addressed. Register: aafcp.net.
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Tom Stevens, President and CEO
tstevens@prolifeunion.org

“Thank you to all of our longtime and new 
supporters who stood up and became a 

voice for unborn babies.”
--Tom Stevens, President and CEO, 

Pro-Life Union of Greater Philadelphia

Board of Directors
Fr. Chris Walsh – Chairman 
Paul DeCamara – Vice Chair
Bob Biggs – Treasurer
Helene Hallowell – Secretary
Monique Ruberu, M.D. 
Richara Krajewski
Lisa Liccione
Tom Shakely
Patrick Stanton  

Abortion Bills Sweeping the Nation

This year has been encouraging to see many states advocate for the 
right to life. The following states have passed new laws protecting 

the unborn in various ways: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Utah, North Dakota, Tennessee, 
and Texas. Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey (R) signed the most restrictive law, 
which makes it a felony for doctors to perform, or even attempt to 
perform, an abortion. The only exception made is for cases where the

Upcoming Events:

6/19—Sidewalk Counseling Training—Presented by Dr. Monique Ruberu at 7:00pm at St. John the Evangelist Church (21 South 13th 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107). Register with your name, contact information, and number of guests to: mail@prolifeunion.org.
6/23-6/30—Students for Life Mission Trip—A week-long mission trip for high school and college students (18+ years) to learn apologetics 
training, pro-life outreach, and have fun in the Philadelphia area. Details/registration: prolifeamerica.org/pennsylvania-mission-trip/. 
6/24—SFLA Prayer Chain at Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Streets—All are invited to this prayer chain, alongside students from 
the SFLA Mission Trip, held outside Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Sts. from 10am-1pm. Must RSVP to attend: bit.ly/2ItNuoC.
6/27—Online Support Group for Adult Children of Divorce/Separation—St. Raymond Nonnatus Foundation holds this support group 
with prayer, reflection, and sharing from 8-9pm. To join the online support group, email director.srnf@gmail.com or call 215-870-9913.
6/28—National Pro-Life Bridges Day—Join 50 other U.S. cities to hold pro-life banners on the Broad St. bridge over US Route 1/Roosevelt 
Blvd. (Philadelphia) during rush hour drive times from 8:30-9:00am and 4:30-6:00pm. RSVP by emailing mail@prolifeunion.org.
7/17—“Gosnell” Movie Showing—Holy Martyrs Church’s Respect Life Committee is showing the “Gosnell” film at 7pm at their 
church’s Fr. Szal Conference Room (Oreland, PA). Discussion will be led afterward by Dr. Monique Ruberu.
9/29—The Philly Life for 10,000 March—Join us for prayer and powerful speeches outside Philadelphia Women’s Center, then walk to 
Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Sts. for more prayer and speaking, then walk to the Cathedral Basilica of Sts. Peter and Paul for 
Mass with Archbishop Chaput. Mark your calendars; more details to follow!
Visit prolifeunion.org/events for complete event details.

Watch Pro-Life Rally Videos on YouTube! “Pro-Life Union of Greater Philadelphia”

(“Someone Flicked the Lights On” continued from page 1)
being at GSM to talk to the family who was choosing abortion. They couldn’t see the path to choose life, despite all the help we gave and 
offered. Pray for every person who works in a pregnancy resource center or maternity home, as they are on the life or death front lines.

Happy Father’s Day to all fathers. We are in awe of you and honor the significant and unique role fathers actively play in children’s lives. 
Thank you for being there, for your strength, and for protecting and providing for your children.

Thank you to all our financial supporters, and particularly this month to those across the U.S. who responded to Joe Garecht’s GoFundMe 
Campaign and raised $129,000. We are using all the money to the fight for the unborn, to protect, educate, and help both moms and 
babies.

WHAT CAN HELP WIN THE BATTLE? Become financially involved or continue your support, become involved by volunteering as 
a sidewalk servant, on a Pro-Life Union Team, or at our office. Start a pro-life group at your church or school. Write letters to those in 
public office. Talk about pro-life issues with your neighbors and friends. The time is now. The lights are on. What mindset will prevail?

mother’s life is in danger. Some states took measures to make abortion more accessable, though. Illinois Senate voted to pass their 
Reproductive Health Act, which repeals the ban on partial-birth abortion, allowing abortion for any reason through all nine months, 
and requires insurance companies to provide coverage. Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D) vows to sign it into law. New York’s Gov. Cuomo (D) 
signed the Reproductive Health Act, which legalized abortion at any time and also repealed criminal charges for harming children 
in the womb, but not for harming pregnant women. Vermont Gov. Phil Scott (R) is set to sign a bill that would cite abortion as a 
“fundamental right.” Abortion is predicted to be one of the most pressing topics in debates for the 2020 U.S. presidential election. Pray 
that our presidential leader will recognize the sanctity and protection of all unborn babies.

June 2019 Edition, Pro-Life Union NewsletterPage 4


