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Pregnant? 
Need Help?

Text 484-451-8104 or 
call 610-626-4006.

Entering Enemy Territory: Dismantling the 
Culture of Death on a College Campus
By: Karly Brown, Student at Temple University

“Yours is the gigantic task of overcoming all evil with good, always 
trying amidst the problems of life to place your trust in God, knowing 
that his grace supplies strength to human weakness. You must oppose 

every form of hatred with the invincible power of Christ’s love.”
—St. John Paul II

Pictured (above): Karly Brown (far left) with Lila Rose, president 
of Live Action, and a friend at the Pro-Life Rally Against Bullying.

As I travel daily into the heart of Temple University’s campus, 
it is evident that we are drowning in the culture of death—a 

culture that is saturated in isolation, selfishness, and a disrespect 
for the beauty and dignity of the human person.

There is a great battle to be won on college campuses across the 
nation, especially with regard to pro-life issues. But who is going 
to fight? Who is going to take up such a demanding task? Who 
will be the ones to reveal the joy and peace of the Gospel of Life? 
According to one of the most famous figures in history, one of the 
greatest saints of our time, John Paul II, it is going to be the young 
people. This man reminds me, as a young woman, of the gentle 
words of the Good Shepherd in John’s Gospel: “The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

As I ponder the words of Jesus and consider what this “abundant 
life” truly is, I am moved to act. I am moved to consider all of the 
things of the world, and on our campus, that keep us from this 
abundant life. I am moved to fight primarily against the effects of 
abortion on our culture, especially among college kids. I am irate 
that the joy, vibrancy, and hope of the young person is being stolen 
away by a culture that offers nothing but a false freedom and a 
litany of lies about how to attain happiness. Such motivations 
have led my friends and I to lead a Students for Life of America 
chapter on campus, engage in 40 Days for Life outreach, and visit 
Philadelphia’s abortion clinics on a weekly basis. This is what Jesus

has called us young people to do, and although the task is daunting 
at times, we are all filled with an incredible joy and peace because 
we know that this is something we have been personally invited 
to do.

It is safe to say that this work is not popular around campus. It is 
pretty unpopular, in fact, to stand in front of a Students for Life 
outreach display that exposes the atrocities of Planned Parenthood. 
It is pretty unpopular to pray outside of an abortion clinic and 
offer women alternative options. It is pretty unpopular to speak 
out against the harmful effects of abortion on women, children, 
and men alike. It is pretty unpopular to expose the culture of death 
for what it is—a wasteland of broken hearts and lonely souls.

But we do not care. We have been given special graces from God 
to lead us in restoring and rebuilding the culture of life in the 
lives of young people. We have seen a third of our generation 
destroyed in the blink of an eye by abortion. We have seen the 
lives of both women and children sacrificed on the altars of 
convenience and fear. We have seen men and women lied to 
by the abortion industry for the sake of turning a profit. After 
meeting Jesus, knowing his healing touch, and hearing his gentle 
voice, we have come to know what this “abundant life” consists 
of and we have been called and invited to reveal it to our own 
generation.

The thief of abortion has come to “steal and kill and destroy.” It 
has come to teach college students that it should always be “me 
first.” It has come to cast a shadow of fear over young women and 
convince them that they cannot pursue their hopes and dreams 
as a mother. It has come to teach young people that a life of 
sacrifice is worthless and that true joy and peace can only come 
through satisfying our own needs.

There is clearly a battle to be won on the college campus. There is 
a culture that is begging to be restored and it is evident that the 
Lord is calling young people to do this. He is asking for our gifts, 
talents, vibrancy, and hope in order to reveal the truth of his love 
to all of those who have been affected by the scourge of abortion. 
He is asking us to bring his abundant life to the campuses of 
America, to the hearts of the young. I am saying “yes”—will you?

“There is a culture that is begging 
to be restored and it is evident 
that the Lord is calling young 

people to do this.”



Pictured (above): Students learned pro-life apologetics at a 
training session on June 25, 2019, in the Pro-Life Union’s office.

Students for Life of America Visit 
Philadelphia for Pro-Life Mission Training

Students for Life of America (SFLA) visited Philadelphia during 
their weeklong mission trip from June 23-30 throughout the 

eastern part of Pennsylvania. During their time in this area, pro-
life students participated in a Prayer Chain outside Philadelphia’s 
Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Streets, pro-life apologetics 
training held at the Pro-Life Union’s office, and visited the site 
of Dr. Kermit Gosnell’s abortion clinic. They also attended 
Creation Fest 2019, one of the largest Christian music festivals in 
Pennsylvania, to spread the pro-life message at the SFLA booth. 
This weeklong experience equipped them to become better pro-
life leaders in their schools and local communities so they can 
help to transform hearts and minds to defend human life. Visit 
studentsforlife.org to learn more details about SFLA’s mission 
and how your nearby schools can begin a SFLA chapter.
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Rest Peacefully, Harriet 
Stanton

It is with a heavy heart that we share the 
news of the passing of Harriet Stanton, 

who will joyfully unite with her husband 
and Pro-Life Union founder John Patrick 
Stanton. She died peacefully on June 5, 
2019, surrounded by her loving family. 
She was born on September 12, 1925, and 
later became the matriarch of the Stanton
clan, which includes 12 children, 54 grandchildren, and 20 great 
grandchildren. She was a nurse, an artist, a pro-lifer, and displayed 
so many other talents. She had a twinkling eye, a wonderful sense 
of humor, and was kind beyond imagination. It just goes to show 
that behind every great man is an even greater woman! Viewing 
and funeral arrangements were held on June 8th at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Jenkintown. She will be missed dearly by 
all who knew her. Contributions in her memory can be made to: 
Our Lady’s House, P.O. Box 201, Jenkintown, PA 19046.

Pictured (top left): A few students gathered together in prayer 
outside Planned Parenthood at 12th & Locust Streets in 
Philadelphia.

Pro-Life Union Conducts Member 
Development Training

Representatives from member organizations of the Pro-Life 
Union of Greater Philadelphia gathered for a workshop on 

June 22 at St. Katharine of Siena Church to learn about effective 
fundraising techniques. This class was led by consultant and 
speaker Joe Garecht, president of Garecht Fundraising Associates, 
a consulting firm dedicated to helping non-profits systemize their 
fundraising so they can raise more money with less hassle. The 
following topics were covered in three sessions: “The Four Pillars 
of Great Non-Profit Fundraising,” “How Smaller Non-Profits Can 
Raise Money Like the Big Boys,” and “The Art of the Ask—How 
to Successfully Ask Anyone for a Donation for Your Non-Profit.”

Pictured (above): Representatives from Pro-Life Union member 
organizations engaged in sessions, led by Joe Garecht, about 
effective fundraising for non-profit organizations.

Pictured (top right): Students bonded with one another while 
holding pro-life generation signage outside Planned Parenthood 
at 12th & Locust Streets in Philadelphia.



Pictured (above): Cornerstone Outreach volunteered their time 
and talent at Guiding Star Ministries on June 15, 2019 (photo 
credit: Kenneth Stracuzzi).

Generous Volunteers 
and Donations 
Help Guiding Star 
Ministries for 
Summer Months

Mother’s Day weekend was 
a bountiful opportunity 

for parishes in the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia to support the 
pro-life movement by donating 
items or financial contributions 
to Guiding Star Ministries 
(GSM), a maternity home and 
outreach program by the Pro-
Life Union. We are astounded 
to have received numerous 
car loads of donated items for 
mothers and children, as well

Pictured (above): Members of 
the Knights of Columbus Father 
John E. Doyle Council #9715 
spent time installing new air 
conditioning units at Guiding 
Star Ministries on June 1, 2019.
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as financial contributions to help alleviate costs of necessities. 

We’ve also had wonderful volunteer groups recently share their 
time and talents at GSM with cleaning, organization of storage 
spaces, painting, meal preparation, and installation of lights and 
air conditioning units. Some of these volunteer groups include the 
Knights of Columbus Father John E. Doyle Council #9715 and 
Cornerstone Outreach. We sincerely appreciate their kindness 
and willingness to help GSM residents and staff members.

Guiding Star Mother and Daughter Embark 
on New Journey

Two Guiding Star residents, Ivory and her daughter, Adelaei, 
successfully transitioned into a new apartment. She also 

landed a new job. Ivory told us how the maternity home 
changed her life: “I was so scared when I came. You made me 
feel welcome...I’m in such a different place now. Guiding Star 
helped me to reach my goals, be ready for independent living, 
and be a new mom. I’m planning to own a business in the 
future.” Congratulations to Ivory on her achievements!

Mother Harassed by Rep. Brian Sims Meets 
with PA State Representatives to Advocate 
for Sims’ Censure

Ashley Garecht, mother of two teenage girls who were 
harassed and doxxed for their personal information outside 

a Philadelphia Planned Parenthood by PA State Rep. Brian Sims, 
traveled with Pro-Life Union President and CEO, Tom Stevens, 
to Harrisburg on June 17, 2019, to meet with lawmakers at the 
State Capitol. 

Both Ashley and Tom talked with numerous lawmakers, including 
House Speaker Mike Turzai (R-Alleghany County), encouraging 
them to support and pass H.R. 387 A Resolution Censuring 
Representative Brian Sims. If passed, this bill would formally, 
and on public record of the State House, declare a reprimand of 
Mr. Sims’ actions, and remove him from all standing committees. 
This would dramatically impact him as a legislator, particularly 
since the productivity of an elected representative is tied to his 
ability to work on and through committees to move legislation 
to the floor of the Assembly. This would impact the remainder of 
Rep. Sims’ term, which expires on November 30, 2020.

Rep. Jerry Knowles (R-Schuykill, Berks and Carbon Counties) 
introduced H.R. 387. As of late June, there have been 40 other co-
sponsors of the bill. Right now, H.R. 387 sits in the House Rules 
Committee awaiting action. House Majority Leader Bryan Cutler 
(R-Lancaster County) did not indicate if and when it would be 
considered for a vote on the floor of the State House. 

Pictured (from left to right): House Majority Leader Bryan 
Cutler, House Speaker Mike Turzai, Ashley Garecht, and Pro-
Life Union President and CEO Tom Stevens at the Pennsylvania 
State Capitol on June 17, 2019.

Pictured (above): Guiding Star residents Ivory and her daughter 
Adelaei (second from left), along with staff and president/CEO.



Tom Stevens, President and CEO
tstevens@prolifeunion.org

Board of Directors
Fr. Chris Walsh – Chairman 
Paul DeCamara – Vice Chair
Bob Biggs – Treasurer
Helene Hallowell – Secretary

Upcoming Events:

7/17—“Gosnell” Movie Showing—Holy Martyrs Church’s Respect Life Committee is showing the “Gosnell” film at 7:00pm at their 
church’s Fr. Szal Conference Room (Oreland, PA). Discussion will be led afterward by Dr. Monique Ruberu.
7/17-7/20—38th Annual Meeting of the American Academy of FertilityCare Professionals—This 4-day conference at Normandy Farm 
Hotel and Conference Center (Blue Bell, PA) is for FertilityCare Practitioners, healthcare professionals, and clergy. Dr. Thomas W. 
Hilgers, developer and chief researcher of NaProTechnology, will be one of many speakers. More information at aafcp.net.
7/27—Sidewalk Counseling Training—This training will be held at 9:00am at St. Katherine of Siena Church (Philadelphia, PA) and led 
by Dr. Monique Ruberu. At 10:15am, the training will conclude but the group will then go to Planned Parenthood (2751 Comly Road, 
Philadelphia, PA 19154) to utilize what they’ve learned. To register, email mail@prolifeunion.org.
7/27—Prayer Vigil outside Philadelphia Women’s Center—Join us at 8:00am to pray outside Philadelphia Women’s Center (777 
Appletree St., Philadelphia, PA 19106), followed by Mass at Holy Redeemer Church in Philadelphia (at approximately 9:30am).
8/24—Triath for Life—HOPE Pregnancy Center will hold this walk, run, and ride event from 10am-3pm at 716 N. Broad Street in 
Philadelphia. To register, visit their Eventbrite page by typing “Triath for Life.” For more information, contact Marlene Downing at 
mdowning.hopecenter@peopleforpeople.org or call 267-546-3600.
9/19—HOPE Pregnancy Philadelphia’s 10th Anniversary Banquet—Join HOPE Pregnancy Center at 6:30pm at Drexelbrook Special 
Events Center (Drexel Hill, PA) with keynote speaker Dr. Alveda King. For more information, call 267-546-3600.
9/20-9/22—Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats (English and Polish Languages)—There will be two weekend retreats (one in English and one 
in Polish) at The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa (Doylestown, PA) for anyone impacted by the loss of a child to abortion.
Visit prolifeunion.org/events for complete event details.

Want to Volunteer Your Time and Talent? Visit prolifeunion.org/volunteer
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Essay Contest Winner: “If the Life of Your Child Isn’t Worth 
Risking Your Own Life for, What Is?”

The Respect Life Committee at Saint Maria Goretti Parish (Hatfield, PA) held a pro-life essay 
contest for middle school and high school students. Here is a portion of the winning essay 

among high school students, written by Julianna Jones, a recent graduate of Bishop Shanahan High 
School who will be starting her freshman year at Immaculata University:

As many abortion supporters could chant, it is “her choice” and the human life can be terminated 
if the mother cannot support it or her own life becomes threatened. I am proud to say that my 
mother’s life was threatened during her first pregnancy but she trusted in God’s plan and refused to 
have an abortion. Her doctors warned her that she could ultimately die from this pregnancy and the

Monique Ruberu, M.D. 
Richara Krajewski
Lisa Liccione
Tom Shakely
Patrick Stanton  

baby would have less than a 1% chance of surviving. Nineteen years later, the baby born from that ectopic pregnancy is my older 
brother Kevin, a perfectly healthy Division I football player standing at six feet, seven inches tall and weighing three hundred pounds. 
If my mother had listened to her doctors and taken his life to protect her own, perhaps myself or my two younger siblings may have 
not even been born. But most tragically, he would have been deprived of the wonderful life he now has and my mother would have to 
live with her decision.

In my opinion, under no circumstances is murdering an innocent life ever acceptable. No matter what obstacles the mother has to 
face during her pregnancy, there is always a way to seek help and guidance. So many women struggle with infertility and pray each 
and every day that God blesses them with a child. For many, this does not happen. While they are mourning the possibility of going 
through life without any children, other women are mourning because they are pregnant with a perfectly healthy baby and do not 
necessarily want it. What an unfortunate dilemma that exists in our culture!

As much as we would like it to, the heartbeat bill will not end abortion. The law passed in Alabama which went further in 
punishing the abortionist and providing no exceptions for rape or incest will also not bring an end to the killing of children. In order 
for abortion to completely cease forever, mankind must have a change of heart. Women must be willing to fully recognize that if they 
become pregnant, they become the mother to a being that is truly human, just as they are. That human child, even though small and 
unable to speak, deserves the right to live no matter what the circumstances around them are. As my own mother said after refusing 
her abortion, “If the life of your child isn’t worth risking your own life for, what is?”  
To read her entire essay, visit prolifeunion.org/news.


